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This book by Daniel Reynaud examines the spiritual life of Australian
soldiers in the First AlIF during the Great War. It challenges the
prevailing notion of the Anzacs as predominantly secular, revealing that
a significant number engaged actively with spiritual and religious
matters. Drawing primarily on a thousand soldiers' letters and diaries,
the book explores various themes such as enforced spirituality through
compulsory church parades, voluntary religious practices, and personal
spirituality involving Bible study and prayer. It also discusses the role of
chaplains and the broader spiritual beliefs held by soldiers, including
Christianity and other religions. The book provides insights into the
moral and ethical standards of the AlIF and aims to broaden the
understanding of Anzac spirituality beyond the traditional secular
narrative. The intended audience includes historians, researchers, and
readers interested in military history and spirituality.



