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This book considers the important twentieth century Austrian
philosopher, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and his conception of certainty. In
his work entitled On Certainty, Wittgenstein provides not only a brilliant
solution to a previously intractable philosophical problem, but also the
elements of an entirely new way of approaching this and similar
longstanding, apparently unresolvable, problems. In On Certainty, he
re-conceives the problem of radical skepticism—the claim that we can
never really be certain of anything except the contents of our own
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minds—as a kind of philosophical “disease” of thought. His approach to
the problem, which is emphasized in the book, is similar to the
treatment of disease, has two main goals: (1) bring about an awareness
in the philosopher that this kind of extreme skepticism is not a
methodological approach to be taken seriously, and, with this
awareness, (2) an attempt to replace this radical skepticism with a
practical, Common Sense framework. Implicit in Wittgenstein’s
approach are a number of strategies found in a contemporary approach
to psychotherapy known as Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT). These
strategies, along with philosophical methods and scientific practices
rooted in the Scottish School of Common Sense, seek to diagnose and
treat irrational thoughts and beliefs that often emerge (and re-emerge)
in the discipline of philosophy. The aim of this book, then, is to provide
students of philosophy with the tools necessary to adjust and reshape
these irrational, self-defeating thoughts and beliefs into something

new, something healthy.
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Today's complex policy problems cannot be understood by the social,
medical, and policy sciences, alone. History is also required to interpret
the present and to inform attempts to mold the future. The essays in
this volume seek to bring an historical perspective to bear on today's
national and international policy concerns and to present original
historical research that challenges conventional assumptions and
viewpoints. The essays in part | of 'Health and Wealth' offer an
historian's reappraisal of several of the most influential ideas dealing
with the relationships between health and economic development in the
post-war international policy sciences, such as demographic transition
theory, the McKeown thesis, and the population health approach. Part Il
presents a distinctive interpretation of the course and causes of
mortality change in Britain during the 'long century' of industrialization,
€.1780-1914. British history shows that rapid economic growth is a
highly disruptive process, unleashing potentially deadly challenges. The
key to life and death in Britain lay less in medical science or rising living
standards than in the changing electoral politics of the nation's
industrial cities. Class relations, political economy, ideology, religion,
and the public health movement were all significant elements in this
story. A late-Victorian flowering of vigorous municipal government was
the precursor to central state activism in the twentieth century. Part 11l
reflects on history to make direct contributions to contentious current
policy issues. The persistence of social and health inequalities today in
developed nations and debates over the new concept of social capital
are addressed, along with the economic and health problems of today's
less developed countries. The lessons of history are awkward and
heterodox, indicating the importance of establishing state-sanctioned
institutions to ensure social security, legal identity, and civic freedoms
in advance of measures to stimulate and open these countries'
economies to global trade.



