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"This is a remarkable book, engrossing and exceptionally well

organized. The argument is clear, elegant, and subtle. My guess is that
Banking on Privilege will quickly earn a place as one of the standards of

comparative political economy.'-Peter McDonough, Arizona State
University'This wonderfully researched study of the mutual

accommodation between private and central bankers in Spain offers a
compelling alternative to state and market-driven conceptions of

financial regulation and reform. The author's careful theoretical crafting

and mastery of historical detail assures this book a place beside the
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works by Zysman, Loriaux, Woo, and a few others on a narrow shelf of
essential texts about the comparative political economy of financial
systems. No serious observer of financial and monetary reform in
Europe can afford to ignore this impressive book.'-Mauro F. Guillen,
The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania'This is a thoroughly
researched and meticulously argued piece of scholarship that
contributes much substance to our knowledge of finance and financial
reform in other countries and brings many provocative ideas to
theoretical debate.'-Michael Loriaux, Northwestern University
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Liberating Economics draws on central concepts from women's studies
scholarship to construct a feminist understanding of the economic
roles of families, caring labor, motherhood, paid and unpaid labor,
poverty, the feminization of labor, and the consequences of
globalization. Barker and Feiner consistently recognize the importance
of social location -- gender, race, class, sexual identity, and nationality
-- in economic processes shaping the home, paid employment, market
relations, and the global economy. Throughout they connect women's
economic status in the industrialized nations to the economic
circumstances surrounding women in the global South. Rooted in the
two disciplines, this book draws on the rich tradition of

interdisciplinary work in feminist social science scholarship to construct
a parallel between the notions that the "personal is political” and "the
personal is economic.” Drucilla K. Barker is Professor of Economics
and Women's Studies, Hollins University. Susan F. Feiner is Associate
Professor of Economics and Women's Studies, University of Southern
Maine.



