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‘In this authoritative yet highly accessible gem of a book, Arin
Salamah-Qudsi provides not only a comprehensive and up-to-date
account on one of the foremost figures of Sufism that was long overdue
but also an excellent primer on early Sufi history as a whole.
Thoroughly researched and meticulously documented, Al-Junayd: The
Sufi Master of Baghdad is a major achievement that beginners and
experts alike will enjoy and cherish for a long time to come’. ­ - Ahmet
T. Karamustafa, Professor & Chair, Department of History, University of
Maryland. ‘Scholars of Sufism have long been waiting for an analytical
survey of Junayd’s writings. This work is therefore most timely. It is
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meticulously researched and written with great care and attention to
detail. Early medieval Baghdad comes alive in the text. This is
indispensable reading on early Sufi history’. - Lloyd Ridgeon, Reader in
Islamic Studies, University of Glasgow. ‘Arin Salamah-Qudsi’s book
brings together Junayd’s scattered writings, offering insights into the
mysteries and paradoxes he addressed in a language that both veils
and reveals the secrets of existence and the human soul’. - Francesco
Chiabotti, Professor for Islamic Studies, INALCO (Paris). This book
presents a full and updated portrait of al-Junayd al-Baghdd, a
towering figure in the history of Islamic piety and thought. Examining
the character of Junayd as both an architect of the Sufi mainstream as
well as a charismatic and pragmatic personality, the book explores
Junayd’s sophisticated relationships within Sufi circles as well as the
broader circle of Islamic piety. Besides constructing a balanced portrait
of Junayd, this book also examines Junayd’s legacy in order to flesh out
some of the socio-religious and historical settings of that period. Arin
Salamah-Qudsi is Associate Professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at
the Department of Arabic Language and Literature, University of Haifa.
Her research explores medieval Islam, Islamic theology, esoteric
traditions, and classical Arabic prose. She is the author of Bayna Sayr
wa-ayr (Beirut, 2012) and Sufism and Early Islamic Piety (Cambridge,
2019).


