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This is the first book to address the hot topic of functional silica gels
and their applications. Originally used mainly in chromatography,
specialized silica gels have evolved into crucially important functional
nanomaterials suitable for use in, amongst other things, chemical
synthesis, analysis, purification, surface protection and drug release. It
is estimated that the world's current 1 billion dollar market for sol-gels
(mostly silica-based) will grow by more than 5% per year from 2006 to
2011. Actually, as many revolutionary products are now reaching the
market, it will increase much fas
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