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Rockets, in the primitive form of fireworks, have existed since the
Chinese invented them around the thirteenth century. But it was the
work of American Robert Hutchings Goddard (1882-1945) and his
development of liquid-fueled rockets that first produced a controlled
rocket flight. Fascinated by rocketry since boyhood, Goddard designed,
built, and launched the world's first liquid-fueled rocket in 1926.
Ridiculed by the press for suggesting that rockets could be flown to the
moon, he continued his experiments, supported partly by the
Smithsonian Institution and defended by Charles Lindbergh. T


