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Nitrogen is indispensable to all life on Earth. However, humans now
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dominate the nitrogen cycle, and nitrogen emissions from human
activity have real costs: water and air pollution, climate change, and
detrimental effects on human health, biodiversity, and natural habitats.
Too little nitrogen limits ecosystem processes, while too much nitrogen
transforms ecosystems profoundly. The California Nitrogen Assessment
is the first comprehensive account of nitrogen flows, practices, and
policies for California, encompassing all nitrogen flows-not just those
associated with agriculture-and their impacts on ecosystem services
and human wellbeing. How California handles nitrogen issues will be of
interest nationally and internationally, and the goal of the assessment
is to link science with action and to produce information that affects
both future policy and solutions for addressing nitrogen pollution. This
book also provides a model for application of integrated ecosystem
assessment methods at regional and state (subnational) levels.
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