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Let's say you're the devil, and you want to corrupt the American
republic. How would you go about it? According to David Hyman, you
might create something like Medicare, the federal health care program
for the elderly. Hyman submits that Medicare may be the greatest trick
the devil ever played. Medicare feeds on the avarice of doctors and
other providers, turns seniors into health care gluttons, and makes
regions of the United States green with envy over the dollars showered
on other regions. The program exploits the sloth of government
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officials to increase the tax burden on workers and drag


