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This book chronicles the formation of the European Communities
through the lives and efforts of key figures such as Jean Monnet, Robert
Schuman, Konrad Adenauer, Alcide De Gasperi, and Paul-Henri Spaak,
known as the 'Founding Fathers of Europe.' Based on exhaustive
research including memoirs, press articles, public speeches, and
historical archives, as well as interviews with individuals closely
associated with these figures, the book provides insight into their
personal values, relationships, agreements, and disagreements. It aims
to explain the decisions that have shaped modern Europe and their
impact on nearly 500 million Europeans today. The narrative is
designed to be accessible and engaging, making it suitable for a wide
audience interested in European history and political science.
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Sommario/riassunto "This book provides a nuanced analysis of rural change in Russia during
the 2010s, a crucial and formative phase marked by the consolidation
of giant agricultural companies, large land deals, soaring exports, and
spectacular failures of investment projects. It contextualizes complex
and often ambivalent empirical realities within historical and political-
economic frameworks. Through extensive fieldwork, Alexander
Vorbrugg gives rare insights into the operations of large agricultural
companies and reveals how the deterioration of material
infrastructures, social arrangements, government and local supports,
and collective goods erode the conditions of rural inhabitants' well-
being and agency. Vorbrugg introduces "dispersed dispossession,” a
concept that helps to relate gradual degradation to appropriation and
agency. The concept captures losses that have been accumulated
across Soviet, reform, and state-capitalist phases and stick to places,
persons and potentialities. These losses are perpetuated and exploited
by businesses and politicians and have profound implications for the
conditions for resistance, shaping the range of conceivable alternatives.
They are part of a history that is not fully past"-- Provided by
publisher.



