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The advent of engineering-designed polymer matrix composites in the
late 1940s has provided an impetus for the emergence of sophisticated
ceramic matrix composites. The development of CMCs is a promising
means of achieving lightweight, structural materials combining high
temperature strength with improved fracture toughness, damage
tolerance and thermal shock resistance. Considerable research effort is
being expended in the optimisation of ceramic matrix composite
systems, with particular emphasis being placed on the establishment of
reliable and cost-effective fabrication procedures.Ceramic m


