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Im Zeitalter des sogenannten »Anthropozans« werden wir Zeugen einer
ontologischen Verschiebung: Die modernen Grenzziehungen zwischen
Kultur und Natur, Subjekt und Objekt sowie die Vorstellung einer Welt,
die aus unabhangigen Entitaten besteht, werden in der aktuellen
Umbruchskonfiguration weitreichend destabilisiert. So ist die »Krise«
der Moderne auch als eine »Krise« des Seins zu lesen, die die
Moglichkeit eines (Anders-)Werdens relationaler Welt/en eroffnen
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konnte. Aus einer medienphilosophischen Perspektive fragt Lisa Handel
danach, wie dieses Aufsprengen der Seinsontologie von der Frage der
Medialitat her zu denken und situieren ist. Ontomedialitat ist »
Kartenkunde und Reisebericht« einer Welt, in der Medialitat und
Ontologie je schon implodiert und ununterscheidbar geworden sind.
»Ein im besten Sinne intervenierendes, queer-feministisches,
okologisches Buch, das in der ganzen Ernsthaftigkeit eines Spiels, in
dem es um mehr als unser Uberleben geht, das Anderswerden der Welt
befurwortet.«  Stephan Trinkaus, [rezens.tfm], 2 (2019)
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Natural resources and associated biological diversity provide the basis
of livelihood for humans, particularly in the rural areas and mountain
regions around the world. Over centuries, indigenous peoples,
traditional societies, and local communities have developed their own
specific knowledge regarding plant use, management, and
conservation. The history of plant use by humans as food and to treat
diverse ailments dates back to ancient civilizations. Even though the
advent of allopathic medicine has somehow minimized the role of
medicinal plants in favor of synthetic drugs, a number of modern drug
discoveries have been based on medicinal plants used by indigenous
peoples. Ethnobiology is the burgeoning interdisciplinary scientific
field, which covers all types of interactions between plants and people,
and Eastern Europe is recognized as a plant diversity hot spot. This new
Major Reference Work on the Ethnobotany of Mountain Regions of
Eastern Europe: Carpathians covers in detail the mountains and vallies
of this region, which are known to be rich in unique medicinal and food
plant species. Local communities residing in the mountain regions of
Eastern Europe possess unique knowledge of surrounding resources,
which is the result of many years of interaction with and selection of
the most desirable and pervasive plant species present. In this context
this major reference work provides comprehensive information on
cross-culture variation in the traditional uses of plants as food,
medicine, and for cultural purposes among these diverse communities
residing in Eastern Europe. The key areas of focus include plant
diversity in the Carpathians, cross cultural variation in traditional uses
of plant species by these communities, high-value medicinal and food
plant species, and threats and conservation status of plant species and
traditional knowledge.


