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Sommario/riassunto This volume demonstrates how, from the beginning of the Atlantic
slave trade, enslaved and free Africans in the Americas used
Catholicism and Christian-derived celebrations as spaces for
autonomous cultural expression, social organization, and political
empowerment. Their appropriation of Catholic-based celebrations calls
into question the long-held idea that Africans and their descendants in
the diaspora either resignedly accepted Christianity or else transformed
its religious rituals into syncretic objects of stealthy resistance.In cities
and on plantations throughout the Americas, men and women of
African birth or descent staged mock battles against heathens, elected
Christian queens and kings with great pageantry, and gathered in
festive rituals to express their devotion to saints. Many of these
traditions endure in the twenty-first century. The contributors to this
volume draw connections between these Afro-Catholic festivals—
observed from North America to South America and the Caribbean—
and their precedents in the early modern kingdom of Kongo, one of the
main regions of origin of men and women enslaved in the New World.
This transatlantic perspective offers a useful counterpoint to the
Yoruba focus prevailing in studies of African diasporic religions and
reveals how Kongo-infused Catholicism constituted a site for the
formation of black Atlantic tradition.Afro-Catholic Festivals in the
Americas complicates the notion of Christianity as a European tool of
domination and enhances our comprehension of the formation and
trajectory of black religious culture on the American continent. It will be
of great interest to scholars of African diaspora, religion, Christianity,
and performance.In addition to the editor, the contributors include
Kevin Dawson, Jeroen Dewulf, Junia Ferreira Furtado, Michael Iyanaga,
Dianne M. Stewart, Miguel A. Valerio, and Lisa Voigt.


