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Political conservatives have long believed that the best government is a
small government. But if this were true, noted economist Jeff Madrick
argues, the nation would not be experiencing stagnant wages, rising
health care costs, increasing unemployment, and concentrations of
wealth for a narrow elite. In this perceptive and eye-opening book,
Madrick proves that an engaged government--a big government of
high taxes and wise regulations--is necessary for the social and
economic answers that Americans desperately need in changing times.
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He shows that the big governments of past eras fostered
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