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This book explores premodern political practices, focusing on
procedural and symbolic forms of governance during the early modern
period. Compiling expanded presentations from a 1999 colloquium, it
examines diverse topics such as ceremonial rituals, election methods,
and legal frameworks across various European regions and institutions.
Contributions analyze the interplay between formal decision-making
processes and ritualistic practices, challenging the dichotomy between
modern and premodern governance. Academic in nature, the book aims
to provide historical insights into the structures and symbolism that
shaped political systems. It is intended for historians, sociologists, and
scholars interested in political history and symbolic communication.


