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Sommario/riassunto From the vantage point of rural grandparents’ mediated structure of
feelings, this book explores changing family intimacy and dynamics in
contemporary rural China in relation to media. Based on a 10-month
ethnography involving 18 rural families (live-in studies with 11), it
explores how media technology and culture reconfigures desires,
attachments, disappointments, and grievances in family life. This book
joins the emerging field that emphasizes the importance of affective
and emotional, and offers a new perspective in understanding family
dynamics in a mediated world. Focusing on separated migrant families,
where the younger generation works in the industrial area and the
elderly and children remain in villages, the book highlights the role of
mediated emotions in connecting and dividing family members.
Importantly, it examines how the state-led neoliberal modernization
project since the 1980s juxtaposes with the advance of digital media in
rural China, and how it further relates to the rural families. Hao Wu is
Lecturer at the School of Sociology, Central China Normal University
(CCNU), China. Prior to joining CCNU, she obtained her PhD at the
Department of Media and Communication, London School of Economics
and Political Science, UK. Her research interests include media and
cultural studies, gender, family, and emotion.


