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Plato, Cicero and Machiavelli are considered the classics of political
philosophy. Their research constantly stimulates the imagination of
researchers and provokes further interpretations. What seemed
particularly interesting to me was to illustrate, by dint of deliberations
focused on the ethos of a political leader, a certain continuity of
thought that can be noticed in the views of these thinkers, and also to
indicate the differences appearing in them, resulting from the personal
nature of their perceptions and individual understanding of state
reality. Despite a keen interest in the writings of Plato, Cicero or
Machiavelli, and in the few works that compare ancient thought with
the opinions of Renaissance authors, there is still a shortage of this
kind of study. My sense of unsatisfaction was augmented by the
realization that the work of Francesco Guicciardini — which is a valuable
source of information about the social and political situation of
Renaissance Florence and offers an additional reference point for
Machiavelli&apos;s opinions, in this way painting a more complete
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picture of the era and allowing a better understanding of the
contemporary trends — has not been properly recognized in the Polish
literature.
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In 1964 Britain's defence presence in Malaysia and Singapore was the
largest and most expensive component of the country's world-wide

role. Yet within three and a half years the Wilson Government had
announced that Britain would be withdrawing from its major Southeast
Asian bases and abandoning any special military role 'East of Suez'.
Drawing upon previously classified government records P.L. Pham
examines and explains how the Wilson Government came to this
conclusion, one of themost significant decisions in the decline of British
global power after the Second World War.Substantially revising



