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This book offers a scholarly commentary on 'Les Aventures de
Télémaque' by Fénelon, examining its role as a political novel in the
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context of 17th-century French literature and philosophy. Colas Duflo,
a specialist in 18th-century literature and philosophy, explores the
philosophical elements within the novel, which was initially intended as
a didactic piece for the Duke of Burgundy. Fénelon uses a fictional
narrative inspired by classical epics like Homer's and Virgil's to impart
lessons on governance, addressing both the virtues and flaws of
sovereign power. The book situates 'Télémaque' within the political
climate of Louis XIV's reign, highlighting its perception as a critique of
the king's policies. Intended for an academic audience, the work delves
into the literary and political significance of Fénelon's novel, reflecting
on its impact and the author's intentions.


