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How does human memory work? How does human pattern recognition
work? The book’s motivation is twofold, to add to knowledge in the
field of neuroscience, and to design a highly simplified cognitive
memory constructed using software and existing electronic
components. Readers are taken on an inspiring journey through the
fundamentals of human memory, how it is constructed, and how it
works in everyday life. The book goes more in-depth into the human
side of cognitive memory — how seeing, hearing, walking and speaking
works. Impairments in cognitive memory are also discussed. Lastly, the
book sheds light on how meaning is extracted from sensory inputs and
from stored data. This book is not without controversy. Neuroscientists
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accept the engrams (or memory traces) model that long-term memory
is stored in the brain’s neural networks. The authors believe that long-
term human memory is stored digitally, in the DNA of brain cells, and
not in analog neural networks. Further, the authors believe that innate
knowledge of humans and animals is inherited, transmitted from
parents to offspring at the moment of conception. The single cell
contains the innate knowledge in the DNA of its nucleus. Memory is
stored in DNA. The brain’s neural networks are for access and retrieval
of memory and not for actual storage. This book offers a unique,
inspiring reading to researchers and other readers interested in the
science of memory.
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This book presents a case for a basic reorientation of International
Relations away from the state and towards the study of social
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institutions in the sense of patterned practices, ideas and norms/rules.
IR has always suffered from a parochial occupation with the state and
the Western system of state. Its main theories revolve around these
phenomena, and have resulted in the reification of the state: it has
been turned into an essential actor, with certain immutable and
fundamental properties that remain constant throughout time. A list of
these properties usually includes territorial limits, centralisation,
monopolisation of violence and exclusive loyalties.  International
Institutions in World History shows how the state is an inherently
modern phenomenon, a modern social institution, and that
foundational concepts in IR should be based on a full appreciation of
the wider record of human existence on earth, trans-historically and
cross-culturally. Schouenborg argues that these social institutions may
be captured via a universal functional typology consisting of four
categories: legitimacy and membership; regulating conflicts; trade; and
governance.  The book will be of interest to scholars and students
within IR (particularly IR theory), anthropology, archaeology and
sociology, and those interested in general social theory.


