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Too often, observers of globalization take for granted that the common
ground across cultures is a thin layer of consumerism and perhaps
human rights. If so, then anything deeper and more traditional would
be placebound, and probably destined for the dustbin of history. But
must this be so? Must we assume--as both liberals and traditionalists
now tend to do--that one cannot be a cosmopolitan and take traditions
seriously at the same time? This book offers a radically different
argument about how traditions and global citizenship can meet, and
suggests some important lessons for the contours of
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