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Kéaren Wigen probes regional cartography, choerography, and statecraft
to redefine restoration (ishin) in modern Japanese history. As developed
here, that term designates not the quick coup d'état of 1868 but a
three-centuries-long project of rehabilitating an ancient map for

modern purposes. Drawing on a wide range of geographical documents
from Shinano (present-day Nagano Prefecture), Wigen argues that both
the founder of the Tokugawa Shogunate (1600-1868) and the

reformers of the Meiji era (1868-1912) recruited the classical map to
serve the cause of administrative reform. Nor were they alone;
provincial men of letters played an equally critical role in bringing
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imperial geography back to life in the countryside. To substantiate
these claims, Wigen traces the continuing career of the classical court's
most important unit of governance-the province-in central Honshu.
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Introduction -- Chapter 1. The Beginning of Writing; the Beginning of
Biblical Literature -- Chapter 2. The Location of Mt. Sinai in Hebrew
Biblical Poetry -- Chapter 3 Mt. Sinai and the Midianites-Kenites --
Chapter 4. Tablets and Covenant in Ancient Poetry -- Chapter 5:
Revelation and the Covenant and its Breaking at the Waters of Meribah
-- Chapter 6: The Waters of Meribah and the Waters of Marah --

Chapter 7: The Tradition of the Spring, the Tradition of the Mountain

and the Beginning of Literacy in the Northern Kingdom -- Chapter 8.

The Northern Author and the Book of the Covenant -- Chapter 9: An
Egalitarian Revelation by the Water, a Private Revelation at the Mountain
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-- Chapter 10: The Northern Author and the Prophetic Tent --
Conclusion.

This book discusses the the beginning of writing and the Beginning of
Biblical Literature. Making the claim that the poetic descriptions of
God's appearance from Sinai and the giving of commandments are
older than the story in the Torah, this book looks at the drama of the
redesign of Sinai traditions and their transfer from the oral poetic
expression to the creation of written story. Taking place against the
background of the intensification of literacy in the ancient Israeli
society in the eighth century BC, the book argues that the emergence of
scriptural prophecy is the other side of the same coin. This work is an
important read for scholars of early Christianity. Israel Knohl is the
Yehezkel Kaufmann professor of Hebrew Bible (emeritus) at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and a senior research fellow at the Shalom
Hartman Institute Jerusalem. He served as a visiting professor at
Harvard, Berkeley and Stanford Universities and the Chicago Divinity
School. He is the author of 11 books and many articles. This Concise
yet comprehensive study integrates Biblical Scholarship, theology.
Literature, history, archeology, and more to present a fresh perspective
on the development of the Sinai tradition and by extension, the very
foundation of Biblical religion. Knohl masterfully traces the narrative,
from ancient poems shaped at the close of the Bronze Age to later
sources...none can overlook the scope, depth and originality of this
groundbreaking work. -Prof. Ishay Rozen-Zvi, Tel Aviv, University.
Scholars and the wide public will both praise the publication of this
book. In this book, Knohl succeeded to present a critical reading of the
Bible which will keep it relevant to our days. -Prof. Jonatha Ben-Dov,
Tel Aviv, University.



