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In this third volume of his award-winning American Crisis series, James
Gustave Speth makes his boldest and most ambitious contribution yet.
He looks unsparingly at the sea of troubles in which the United States
now finds itself, charts a course through the discouragement and
despair commonly felt today, and envisions what he calls America the
Possible, an attractive and plausible future that we can still realize. The
book identifies a dozen features of the American political economy-the
country's basic operating system-where transformative change is
essential. It spells out the specific changes that are needed to move
toward a new political economy-one in which the true priority is to
sustain people and planet. Supported by a compelling ";theory of
change"; that explains how system change can come to America, the
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book also presents a vision of political, social, and economic life in a
renewed America. Speth envisions a future that will be well worth
fighting for. In short, this is a book about the American future and the
strong possibility that we yet have it in ourselves to use our freedom
and our democracy in powerful ways to create something fine, a reborn
America, for our children and grandchildren.
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This comprehensive book presents an analytical journey through the
relationship between water and Latin American societies, offering an
engineering perspective on historical water resource utilization. The
book unravels the integral role water has played in the cultural,
technological, and socio-economic development of the region,
providing a foundational reference for engineers, academics, and
researchers. The book's exploration into water's perception and usage
throughout history provides key insights into how human activity has
impacted water resources and vice versa. It presents a meticulous
examination of water as both a natural and cultural phenomenon,
identifying its essential role in sustaining life and ecosystems, as well
as its potential for causing devastation through disease and natural
disasters. We delve into the complexities of water's role in society,
illustrating how it is woven into the fabric of everyday life, religious
ceremonies, and global events. The book also underscores the varying
significance and implications of water across different regions within
Latin America. The narrative unfolds across three major sections:
Technology, Water Management, and Socio-Cultural-Economical
Impact. The 'Technology' section examines the evolution of water-
related technologies and their significant socio-economic implications.
The 'Water Management' part offers a holistic perspective on water
resource management practices, both historical and contemporary. The
final section delves into the societal implications of water use,
including conflicts arising from political and economic decisions related
to this crucial resource. Designed for engineers, environmental
scientists, and policy-makers, this book provides a unique blend of
historical context, technical knowledge, and socio-cultural insights. It
offers an invaluable resource for those seeking to understand the
interplay between engineering practices, water resources, and societal
developments in Latin America. It serves as a springboard for further
research and informed decision-making in water resource management
and policy, fostering a greater understanding of the myriad ways in
which water influences and is influenced by human activity.



