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The metropolis has been the near exclusive focus of queer scholars and
queer cultures in America. Asking us to look beyond the cities on the
coasts, Scott Herring draws a new map, tracking how rural queers have
responded to this myopic mindset. Interweaving a wide range of
disciplines—art, media, literature, performance, and fashion studies—
he develops an extended critique of how metronormativity saturates
LGBTQ politics, artwork, and criticism. To counter this ideal, he offers a
vibrant theory of queer anti-urbanism that refuses to dismiss the rural
as a cultural backwater.Impassioned and provocative, Another Country
expands the possibilities of queer studies beyond its city limits. Herring
leads his readers from faeries in the rural Midwest to photographs of
white supremacists in the deep South, from Roland Barthes'’s obsession
with Parisian fashion to a graphic memoir by Alison Bechdel set in the
Appalachian Mountains, and from cubist paintings in Lancaster County
to lesbian separatist communes on the northern California coast. The
result is an entirely original account of how queer studies can—and
should—get to another country.
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Research Platform "World Order - Religion - Violence" seek to improve
our understanding of the relationship between religion, politics and
violence. It therefore deals especially with the return of religious
themes and symbols into politics, with the analysis of the link between
political theory and religion, and finally with the critical discussion of
the secularization thesis. At the centre of the research are questions
concerning the causes of violent conflict, the possibilities for a just
world order and the conditions for peaceful coexistence on a local,
regional, national and international/worldwide scale between
communities in the face of divergent religious and ideological
convictions. Its task is to initiate and coordinate thematically related
research-efforts from various disciplinary backgrounds at the
University of Innsbruck. It creates a network between departments,
research-teams and single researchers working on topics of religion,
politics and violence. The overall aim of the research platform World
Order-Religion-Violence is to promote excellence in social and human
science research on religion and politics at the University of Innsbruck



and to guarantee the diffusion of this particular competence on a
national and international level."



