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The post-Soviet resurrection of the Russian Orthodox Church has once
again brought the idyllic borderland monastery of Valaam into public
notice. The fame of the monastery is largely based on its long and
honorable historic image as the “Northern Athos” . This book argues
that the fascinating and colorful image of Valaam was exclusively a
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result of the National Romanticist historiographic efforts of the 18th
and 19th centuries. The work contributes, for instance, to the fields of
nationality and borderland studies. It is a versatile case study of the
multifaceted ways in which contemporary ideological trends and
politics have been reflected in history writing.


