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In this innovative approach to southern literary cultures, Thadious
Davis analyzes how black southern writers use their spatial location to
articulate the vexed connections between society and environment,
particularly under segregation and its legacies. Basing her analysis on
texts by Ernest Gaines, Richard Wright, Alice Walker, Natasha
Trethewey, Olympia Vernon, Brenda Marie Osbey, Sybil Kein, and
others, Davis reveals how these writers reconstitute racial exclusion as
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creative black space, rather than a site of trauma and resistance.
Utilizing the social and political separation epi


