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Engaging the work of thinkers such as Richard Rorty, Charles Taylor,
Pierre Bourdieu, Roy Bhaskar, and Hannah Arendt, as well as recent
literature in political science and the history and philosophy of science,
Topper proposes a pluralist, normative, and broadly pragmatist
conception of political inquiry, one that is analytically rigorous yet alive
to the notorious vagaries, idiosyncrasies, and messy uncertainties of
political life.
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Between 1873 and 1935, reformers in Chicago used the power of music
to unify the diverse peoples of the metropolis. These musical
progressives emphasized the capacity of music to transcend
differences among various groups. Sounds of Reform looks at the
history of efforts to propagate this vision and the resulting encounters
between activists and ethnic, immigrant, and working-class residents.



Musical progressives sponsored free concerts and music lessons at
neighborhood parks and settlement houses, organized music festivals
and neighborhood dances, and used the radio waves as part of an
unprecedented effort to advance civic engagement. European classical
music, ragtime, jazz, and popular American song all figured into the
musical progressives' mission. For residents with ideas about music as
a tool of self-determination, musical progressivism could be
problematic as well as empowering. The resulting struggles and
negotiations between reformers and residents transformed the public
culture of Chicago. Through his innovative examination of the role of
music in the history of progressivism, Derek Vaillant offers a new
perspective on the cultural politics of music and American society.



