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Financial inclusion through microfinance has become a powerful force
in improving the living conditions of poor farmers, rural non-farm
enterprises and other vulnerable groups. In its unique ability to link the
existing extensive network of India's rural bank branches with the Self
Help Groups (SHG), the National Bank of Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) has covered up to 97 million poor households
by March 2010 under its Self Help Group Bank Linkage Programme.
Policy-makers have proclaimed SHGs as "the most potent initiative ...
for delivering financial services to the poor in a su



