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Sommario/riassunto This book is one of a series of five volumes forming an integrated, self-

study course on silicon device physics, modes of operation,
characterization, and fabrication. The series is based on many years of
the author’s experience in academic and industrial teaching of
semiconductors. The books are suitable for both class-teaching and
self-study. The authors have designed the content to enable readers to
be introduced gradually to semiconductors, in particular silicon
components. The presentation includes many illustrations, practical
examples, review questions and problems at the end of each chapter.
Answers to review questions and solutions to problems will be provided
for “self-check”. Complements courses covering silicon device physics,
mode of components, characterization, and fabrication; Enables
comprehensive, self-study in semiconductors, aimed at practicing
engineers or university students; Includes many illustrations, practical
examples, review questions and problems at the end of each chapter.
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This study is the first interpretive text for the study of American
exceptionalism and the first overall assessment of geographic, political,
economic, social, and cultural aspects of the American past written
from a global perspective. Russo argues that life in the United States
can be better understood if it is examined from either a wider
perspective-the English speaking world, the Western Hemisphere,
Western Civilization-or a narrower perspective-regional and local
variations. Even when the Americans were innovative-in their multi-
ethnic and multi-racial society, in their egalitarian social beliefs, in

their political democracy-their innovations were soon copied by others.
Therefore, Russo argues, they are no longer distinctly American. Using
nations as the basis for fields of study can both reveal and distort the
historical record. When one considers different perspectives, America's
unigqueness recedes in importance. American culture was a variant of a
wider Western culture. The American economy was an extension of
Western capitalism, whether agrarian, commercial, or industrial.
American society was a Western society with racial castes and multi-
ethnic additions to the population. American government functioned
like other Western governments, even with innovative forms:
Republican, then democratic. The American past is thus seen to be far
less distinctive than previous syntheses have assumed.



