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Indigenous people and African descendants in Latin America and the
Caribbean have long been affected by a social hierarchy established by
elites, through which some groups were racialized and others were
normalized. Far from being "racial paradises" populated by an
amalgamated "cosmic race" of mulattos and mestizos, Latin America
and the Caribbean have long been sites of shifting exploitative
strategies and ideologies, ranging from scientific racism and eugenics
to the more sophisticated official denial of racism and ethnic
difference. This book, among the first to focus on African


