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Written in 1927 but barred from timely publication by the Lincoln

family, The Dark Days of Abraham Lincoln's Widow, as Revealed by Her
Own Letters is based on nearly two dozen intimate letters written
between Mary Lincoln and her close friend Myra Bradwell mainly during
the former's 1875 incarceration in an insane asylum. By the 1920's
most accounts of Mrs. Lincoln focused on her negative qualities and
dismissed her as "'crazy."™ Bradwell's granddaughter Myra Helmer
Pritchard wrote this distinctly sympathetic manuscript at the behest of
her mother, who wished to vindicate Mary



