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This book integrates the study of presidential politics and foreign
policy-making from the Vietnam aftermath to the events following
September 11 and the Iraqi War. Focusing on the relationship between
presidents' foreign policy agendas and domestic politics, it offers
compelling portraits of presidents Nixon, Carter, Reagan, Bush I,
Clinton, and Bush II. In the course of comparing the efforts of these
presidents to articulate a clear conception of the national interest and
to forge a foreign policy consensus, the author shows the key role of
public opinion in constraining presidential initiate.
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