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This monograph offers a new analysis of West Germanic 'Infinitivus Pro
Participio' (IPP) constructions, within the framework of Optimality
Theory. IPP constructions have long been problematic for syntactic
theory, because a bare infinitive is preferred over the expected past
participle. The book shows how the substitution of the past participle

by the infinitive in IPP constructions can be captured straightforwardly

if constraints are assumed to be violable. The basic idea is that IPP
constructions are exceptional because they violate otherwise valid rules
of the language. Thus, IPP is a 'last resort' or repair strategy, which is
only visible in cases in which the past participle would be ‘even worse' .
Furthermore, as the choice of Optimality Theory naturally leads to a
crosslinguistic account, the book systematically examines and
compares infinitival constructions from seven West Germanic languages
including Afrikaans, Dutch, German, West Flemish, and three Swiss
German dialects.
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The main aim of this book is to understand the interplay between the
SDGs and urban health. This is a critical issue in cities, considering the
complexity of health issues and how they transcend most SDGs.
However, the SDGs are premised on a broad set of generalised
indicators and targets. Simultaneously, local contexts differ; thus, a
one-size-fits-all understanding of urban health problems is not

helpful. Therefore, the SDGs require Health in All Policies (HIAP) — “an
approach to public policy across sectors that systematically takes into
account the health implications of decisions, seeks synergies and
avoids harmful health impacts to improve population health and health
equity” (Ramirez-Rubio et al. 2019). In applying the HiAP concept, this
book adopts a case study approach and considers the poor
neighborhoods of a South African city, specifically Bloemfontein, part of
the Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality. Each chapter presented in the
book considers a particular SDG and how that goal relates to urban
health.



