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This is the first interdisciplinary exploration of machine culture in
Italian futurism after the First World War. The machine was a primary
concern for the futuristi. As well as being a material tool in the factory
it was a social and political agent, an aesthetic emblem, a metonymy of
modernity and international circulation and a living symbol of past
crafts and technologies. Exploring literature, the visual and performing
arts, photography, music and film, the book uses the lens of European
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machine culture to elucidate the work of a broad set of artists and
practitioners, including Censi, Depero, Marinetti, Munari and
Prampolini. The machine emerges here as an archaeology of technology
in modernity: the time machine of futurism.
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This book is a discourse on the study of urban form in the form of a
conversation. It proposes a method of investigating the built
environment and demonstrates it with many case studies. The method
is based on the notion of process, a circular procedure that starts from
the built reality and, by seeking the general in the particular, defines a
finite series of general principles (abstractions) from which an infinite
series of possible results (actions) in the production of the architectural
form can be derived. Architecture in the Making: Conversations on
Urban Morphology and Design also investigates a contemporary notion
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of organism that is useful for architectural design. This concept has
nothing to do with the imitation of nature, but it instead expresses the
contemporary aspiration for a unifying synthesis, which runs through
even the most critical phases of architectural history. The problem of
designing organically, following the formative process of built reality,
clashes today with design techniques undergoing a progressive
phenomenon of abstraction. The dialogue presented in this book
directly addresses the manipulated interpretation of the built
environment superimposed on the direct and natural perception of
reality.


