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The organized theft of fine art by Nazi Germany has captivated



worldwide attention in the last twenty years. Newly found works of art
pit survivors and their heirs against museums, foreign nations, and
even their own family members. These stories endure because they
speak to one of the core tragedies of the Nazi era: how a nation at the
pinnacle of fine art and culture spawned a legalized culture of theft and
plunder. A Tragic Fate is the first book to seriously address the legal
and ethical rules that have dictated the results of restitution claims
between competing claimants to the same works of art. It provides a
history of Art and Culture in German-occupied Europe, an introduction
to the most significant collections in Europe to be targeted by the
Nazis, and a narrative of the efforts to reclaim looted artwork in the
decades following the Holocaust through profiles of some of the art
world's most famous and influential restitution cases. On the surface,
this dispute is similar to many others, but digging deeper one finds a
multilayered puzzle that embodies the competing narratives often at
play in restitution cases: persecution, obfuscation, the murky
environment of the art market after the war, and the basic tension
between legal systems and who should bear the burden of resolving the
competing claims. But digging deeper one finds a multilayered puzzle
that embodies the competing narratives often at play in restitution
cases: persecution, obfuscation, the murky environment of the art
market after the war, and the basic tension between legal systems and
who should bear the burden of resolving the competing claims. There
is no simple, unifying principle to these debates of stolen art. When
approached by the heirs of victims, many current possessors look for
the right answer. Some are indifferent. Some see a more complicated
story in which their own interests and public service are more
important than what happened eighty years ago. Disputes not yet
known or filed will be guided by the stories and cases that have already
happened. The tactics of and choices made by the parties to such
disputes many times reveal the heartbreaking struggles that began in
the past and continue to affect the descendants of the original owners
today. A Tragic Fate: Law and Ethics in the Battle Over Nazi-Looted Art
represents those stories.



