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<P>The current fashion for rolling back the state has seen the

nonprofit or third sector playing an increasing role in what were
previously the heartlands of the public sphere. The growing

significance of the sector and its increasing reliance on public funds
mean it has also attracted increased scrutiny. From outside the sector
concerns have been raised about the accountability and performance of
nonprofit organizations. From within the sector there has been
considerable debate about whether the increased reliance on
government contracts is in danger of undermining the sector's
independence.



