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This book presents recent advances related to the following two topics:
- how mechanical fields close to material or geometrical singularities
such as cracks can be determined;- how failure criteria can be
established according to the singularity degrees related to these
discontinuities.Concerning the determination of mechanical fields close
to a crack tip, the first part of the book presents most of the traditional
methods in order to classify them into two major categories. The first is
based on the stress field, such as the Airy function, and the second
resolves the prob
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Psychiatric disorders and certain personality features are frequently
associated with cardiovascular disorders. For the past several decades
attention to the psychosocial and behavioural factors in cardiovascular
disease has increased significantly. Understanding the integration of
the interactions among multiple psychological and biological factors in
the regulation of the cardiovascular system and the development of
cardiovascular disorders is an important challenge for future research.
This book will contribute to this goal. The contributors to this book are
the leading international experts in the field of the relation between
psychological processes and cardiovascular disorders. This important
book will be of interest to physicians, psychologists, mental health
counsellors, other clinicians, medical and psychology students, and
medical residents.



