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Moses ben Abraham Dar, born in Alexandria into a family of Moroccan
Jewish immigrants, lived in Egypt in the middle of the twelfth century.
Though he visited Damascus and Jerusalem, he spent most of his
professional life as a physician and poet in the Karaite community of
Fus-Cairo. This study offers an annotated edition of secular poems
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taken from the earliest manuscript, NLR Evr. I 802, dated to the
fifteenth century. The Hebrew text and Judaeo-Arabic heading of each
poem are provided in the original order attested in the manuscript. The
introduction to this edition seeks to evaluate Dar’s poetry in the light
of the Andalusian-Hebrew poetical tradition and within the context of
Hebrew literary activity in the Muslim East. “This learned book displays
sound, rigorous scholarship in the best tradition of the philological-
historical method… It also provides solid ground for further work by
scholars with different agendas, different scholarly interests and
different methodologies in the study of medieval Hebrew poetry. On all
accounts, it is a welcome and most valuable addition to the field.”
Esperanza Alfonso, CCHS-CSIC \'Yeshaya's work is an excellent
contribution to the study of both medieval Hebrew poetry and Karaitica,
showing Dar to be a central representative of Hebrew poets writing in
the Muslim East and, most importantly, a charming author, whose
Karaiteness only adds to the attraction.\' Riikka Tuori
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What kind of duty do we have to try to stop other people doing wrong?
The question is intelligible in just about any culture, but few of them
seek to answer it in a rigourous fashion. The most striking exception is
found in the Islamic tradition, where 'commanding right' and
'forbidding wrong' is a central moral tenet already mentioned in the
Koran. As an historian of Islam whose research has ranged widely over
space and time, Michael Cook is well placed to interpret this complex
subject. His book represents the first sustained attempt to map the
history of Islamic reflection on this obligation. It covers the origins of
Muslim thinking about 'forbidding wrong', the relevant doctrinal
developments over the centuries, and its significance in Sunni and
Shi'ite thought today. In this way the book contributes to the
understanding of Islamic thought, its relevance to contemporary Islamic
politics and ideology, and raises fundamental questions for the
comparative study of ethics.
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