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Call me Ishmael, Moby-Dick begins, in one of the most recognizable
opening lines in Western literature. The name has come to symbolize
orphans, exiles, and social outcasts - in the opening paragraph of
Moby-Dick, Ishmael tells the reader that he has turned to the sea out of
a feeling of alienation from human society. Ishmael soon learns that
Ahab has one purpose on this voyage: to seek out a specific whale-
Moby Dick, a ferocious, enigmatic white sperm whale. In a previous
encounter, the whale destroyed Ahab's boat and bit off his leg, which
now drives Ahab to take revenge.
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This IEG evaluation, requested by the World Bank's Board of Executive
Directors, represents the first independent evaluation of the PSIA
experience. The evaluation finds that:. The PSIA approach has
appropriately emphasized the importance of assessing the
distributional impact of policy actions, understanding institutional and
political constraints to development, and building domestic ownership
for reforms. PSIA's have not always explicitly stated their operational
objectives (i.e., informing country policies, informing Bank operations,
and/or contributing to country capacity). PSIAs hav






