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Located near Cumberland Gap in the rugged hills of East Tennessee,
Lincoln Memorial University (LMU) was founded in 1897 to help
disadvantaged Appalachian youth and reward the descendants of Union
loyalists in the region. Its founder was former Union General Oliver
Otis Howard, a personal friend of Abraham Lincoln, who made it his
mission to sustain an institution of higher learning in the mountain
South that would honor the memory of the Civil War president.



