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Sommario/riassunto The so-called 'digital revolution' and the economic and social
transformations of the last decades have also involved university
education, requiring not only some aspects of traditional lectures to
adapt, but also several on-line teaching projects to be launched. A
recent aspect of this process, started by North American university
institutions such as Stanford, Harvard and the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, is represented by the worldwide offer of Massive Open
Online Courses (MOOCs), which have no limit concerning the number of
participants. and do not require a binding and expensive registration.
Using international literature on the subject, this study analyses the
origins and evolution of this new system of university teaching.
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Sommario/riassunto

pt. 1. America deconstructed -- pt. 2. The note of Europe -- pt. 3.
Amerigo in an American nowhere -- pt. 4. A dark fable of love and
power -- pt. 5. Form and contingency.
American Memory in Henry James is about the cultural, historical and
moral dislocations at the heart of Henry James' explorations of
American identity - between power and love; modernity and history;
indeterminate social forms and enduring personal values. The text
covers the power, and the limits, of the language of morality and
interpretive imagination as James grapples with what America and
Europe have in common; and also with what, because their contexts
and sense of history are so profoundly different, they cannot have in
common. Righter's great theme is the tensions that impelled James
ultimately to stretch the novel, his beloved 'prodigious form', almost to
breaking point, in search of an ultimately elusive synthesis. The
American Scene - his account of an America, revisited after long
absence, that was reinventing itself right down to the touchstones of its
identity - is its entry point; The Golden Bowl is its primary testing
ground. The questions raised transcend the historical moment and the
specifically Jamesian sense of dislocation, to go to the heart of modern
identity, and the nature of literary endeavour.


