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Rapid and profound changes are taking place in international
development. The past two decades have promoted the ideals of
participation and partnership, yet key decisions affecting people's lives
continue to be made without sufficient attention to the socio-political
realities of the countries in which they live. Embedded working
traditions, vested interests and institutional inertia mean that old habits
and cultures persist among the development community. Planning
continues as though it were free of unpredictable interactions among
stakeholders. This book is about the need to recognise the
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