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Economic development and demotic religiosity / Richard Landes --
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religion / Mark Silk -- Understanding contagion : the contaminating
effect of another's sin / Susan R. Kramer -- Calvin's smile / John
Jeffries Martin -- Why all the fuss about the mind? : a medievalist's
perspective on cognitive theory / Anne L. Clark -- Aspects of blood
piety in a late-medieval English manuscript, London, British Library MS
Additional 37049 / Marlene Villalobos Hennessy -- Machiavelli, trauma,
and the scandal of the prince : an essay in speculative history / Alison
K. Frazier -- Low country ascetics and oriental luxury : Jacques de
Vitry, Marie of Oignies, and the treasures of Oignies / Sharon Farmer --
Crystalline wombs and pregnant hearts : the exuberant bodies of the
Katharinenthal Visitation Group / Jacqueline E. Jung -- Gluttony and the
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end of the world / Leah DeVun -- Magic, bodies, university masters,
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Holsinger.
In this groundbreaking collection, twenty-one prominent medievalists
discuss continuity and change in ideas of personhood and community
and argue for the viability of the comic mode in the study and recovery
of history. These scholars approach their sources not from a particular
ideological viewpoint but with an understanding that all topics,
questions, and explanations are viable. They draw on a variety of
sources in Latin, Arabic, French, German, Middle English, and more,
and employ a range of theories and methodologies, always keeping in
mind that environments are inseparable from the making of the people
who inhabit them and that these people are in part constituted by and
understood in terms of their communities. Essays feature close
readings of both familiar and lesser known materials, offering
provocative interpretations of John of Rupescissa's alchemy; the
relationship between the living and the saintly dead in Bernard of
Clairvaux's sermons; the nomenclature of heresy in the early eleventh
century; the apocalyptic visions of Robert of Uzès; Machiavelli's De
principatibus; the role of "demotic religiosity" in economic
development; and the visions of Elizabeth of Schönau. Contributors
write as historians of religion, art, literature, culture, and society,
approaching their subjects through the particular and the singular
rather than through the thematic and the theoretical. Playing with the
wild possibilities of the historical fragments at their disposal, the
scholars in this collection advance a new and exciting approach to
writing medieval history.


