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21 December 2012 was believed to mark the end of the thirteenth
B'ak'tun cycle in the Long Count of the Mayan calendar. Many people
believed this date to mark the end of the world or, at the very least, a
shift to a new form of global consciousness. Examining how much of
the phenomenon is based on the historical record and how much is
contemporary fiction, the book explores the landscape of the modern
apocalyptic imagination, the economics of the spiritual marketplace,
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the commodification of countercultural values, and the cult of celebrity.
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A common presupposition in contemporary moral and political
philosophy is that individuals should be provided with some basic
threshold of goods, capabilities, or well-being. But if there is such a
basic minimum, how should this be understood? Dale Dorsey offers an
underexplored answer: that the basic minimum should be
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characterized not as the achievement of a set of capabilities, or as
access to some specified bundle of resources, but as the maintenance
of a minimal threshold of human welfare. In addition, Dorsey argues
that though political institutions should be committed to the promotion
of this minimal threshold, we should reject approaches that seek to
cast the basic minimum as a human right. His book will be important
for all who are interested in theories of political morality.


