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"Janos Kornai, a distinguished Hungarian economist, began his adult
life as an ardent believer in socialism and then became a critic of the
communist political and economic system. He lost family members in
the Holocaust, contributed to the ideological preparation for the 1956
Hungarian Revolution, and became an influential theorist of the post-
Soviet economic transition. He has been a journalist, a researcher
prohibited from teaching in his home country, and a tenured professor
at Harvard. By Force of Thought traces Kornai's lifelong intellectual
journey and offers a subjective complement to his academic research."
"Kornai's memoir describes his research - including his present-day
evaluation of his past work - as well as the social and political
environments in which he did his work. The difficulties faced by a critic
of central planning in a communist country are made especially vivid by
material from newly opened secret police files and informers' reports
on his activities. By Force of Thought will be a resource for students of
economic thought, socialist systems, and postsocialist transition, and
for readers interested in Eastern European intellectual life before,
during, and after communism."--Jacket.


