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Hermeneutics remains a divisive and polarizing topic within scholarly
and ecclesiastical communities in South Africa. These tensions are not
limited to theoretical differences but often crystallize on a grassroots
level when local churches and church assemblies have to make
important decisions on controversial ethical topics such as ordaining
women in church offices, assessing the ethics of gay marriages, and
taking a stance on the land debate in South Africa. This book makes a
unique contribution in two ways: firstly, it focuses on the uniquely
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South African hermeneutical landscape; secondly, it relates theories to
practical ethical application. The unique scholarly contribution of this
consists in it relating hermeneutics to ethics within the South African
landscape. A diverse group of scholars have been invited to partake in
the project and the views expressed are often quite diverse. This allows
readers to develop an understanding and sensitivity of the various
angles employed and the interests at stake in addressing difficult
societal problems.
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Examining the rapid transition in Iran from a modernizing,
westernizing, secularizing monarchy (1941-79) to a hard-line,
conservative, clergy-run Islamic republic (1979-), this book focuses on
the ways this process has impacted the Qashga'i-a rural, nomadic,
tribally organized, Turkish-speaking, ethnic minority of a million and a
half people who are dispersed across the southern Zagros Mountains.
Analysing the relationship between the tribal polity and each of the two
regimes, the book goes on to explain the resilience of the people's
tribal organizations, kinship networks, and politicized ethn



