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This study offers new translations of significant parts of his work,
critically based on a complete reconstruction of the original Greek in
the French series Sources Chretiennes.
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Islam is more than a set of laws, rites and beliefs presented as a
religious and social totality. As a word it covers a multitude of everyday
forms and practices that are interwoven in complex, sometimes almost
invisible ways in daily existence. Drawing exclusively on his own
fieldwork in Egypt, South Arabia and the Lebanon, the author explores
the nature of Islam and its impact on the daily lives of its followers; he
shows that all the Western stereotypes of Islam and its practitioners
need to be treated with considerable scepticism.He demonstrates also
that the understanding of Isl



