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The report aims to meet two broad objectives: (a) enhance knowledge
about the current state of existing social safety nets (SSNs) and assess
their effectiveness in responding to new and emerging challenges to
the poor and vulnerable in the region by bringing together new
evidence, data, and country-specific analysis; and (b) open up and
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inform a debate on feasible policy options to make SSNs in the Middle
East and North Africa more effective and innovative. The first chapter,
'a framework for SSN reform,' describes and illustrates the reasons for
the region's growing need for SSN reform and es


