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In 1898 the American Regular Army was a small frontier constabulary
engaged in skirmishes with Indians and protesting workers. 43 years
later, in 1941, it was a large modern army ready to wage global war
against the Germans and the Japanese. Coffman tells how that critical
transformation was accomplished.
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This book provides the first attempt to synthesise what is a pervasive
phenomenon, and one that is mentioned tangentially in many political
analyses, but nowhere receives the systematic and theoretical
treatment that its significance to the working of 'democratic' political
practice deserves. It will thus be a volume that should interest a range
of scholars in government and political theory, in comparative politics
and communications.


