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"The text of this edition is the translation by Thomas Jefferson,
published in 1817 by Joseph Milligan [published as: A treatise on
political economy : to which is prefixed a supplement to a preceding
work on the understanding : or Elements of ideology : with an analytical
table, and an introduction on the faculty of the will]."

A Treatise on political economy appears as the fourth part of the
Elemens d'ideologie, entitled Traite de la volonte et de ses effets.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
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A Treatise on Political Economy by Antoine Louis Claude Destutt de
Tracy (1754-1836) is a foundational text of nineteenth-century, free-
market economic thought and remains one of the classics of
nineteenth-century French economic liberalism. Destutt de Tracy was
one of the founders of the classical liberal republican group known as
the Id ologues, which included Jean-Baptiste Say, Marquis de
Condorcet, and Pierre Cabanis. In this volume, Destutt de Tracy
provides one of the clearest statements of the economic principles of
the Id ologues. Placing the entrepreneur at the center of his view of
economic activity, he argues against the luxurious consumption of the
idle rich and recommends a market economy with low taxation and
minimum state intervention. Destutt de Tracy sent the text of A
Treatise on Political Economy to Thomas Jefferson in hopes of securing
its translation in the United States. It was met with enthusiastic
approval. Jefferson wrote to the publisher, "The merit of this work will, |
hope, place it in the hands of every reader in our country." Jeremy
Jennings is Professor of Political Theory at Queen Mary, University of
London. Please note: This title is available as an ebook for purchase on
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and iTunes.



