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Distinguished experts explain the economic trends and varied political
goals at work in Southeast Asia. With China’s emergence as a powerful
entity in Southeast Asia, the region has become an unlikely site of
conflict between two of the world’s great powers. The United States,
historically regarded as the protector of Pacific Southeast Asia—
consisting of nations such as Vietnam, the Philippines, Myanmar, and
Malaysia—is now called upon to respond to what many would consider
bullying on the part of the Chinese. These and other countries have
become the economic and political engine of China. While certainly
inclined to help the country’s former allies, the United States has grown
undeniably closer to China in the recent decades of global
interconnected economic growth. China, the United States, and the
Future of Southeast Asia uncovers and delves into the complicated
dynamics of this situation. Covering topics such as the controversial
response to human rights violations, the effects of global economic
interconnectedness, and contested sovereignty over resource-rich
islands, this volume provides a modern and nuanced perspective on the
state of the region. For anyone interested in understanding the evolving
global balance of power, China, the United States, and the Future of
Southeast Asia illuminates how countries as different as Thailand and
Indonesia see the growing competition between Beijing and
Washington. Distinguished experts explain the economic trends and
varied political goals at work in Southeast Asia. With China’s emergence
as a powerful entity in Southeast Asia, the region has become an
unlikely site of conflict between two of the world’s great powers. The
United States, historically regarded as the protector of Pacific Southeast
Asia—consisting of nations such as Vietnam, the Philippines, Myanmar,
and Malaysia—is now called upon to respond to what many would
consider bullying on the part of the Chinese. These and other countries
have become the economic and political engine of China. While
certainly inclined to help the country’s former allies, the United States
has grown undeniably closer to China in the recent decades of global
interconnected economic growth. China, the United States, and the
Future of Southeast Asia uncovers and delves into the complicated
dynamics of this situation. Covering topics such as the controversial
response to human rights violations, the effects of global economic
interconnectedness, and contested sovereignty over resource-rich
islands, this volume provides a modern and nuanced perspective on the
state of the region. For anyone interested in understanding the evolving
global balance of power, China, the United States, and the Future of
Southeast Asia illuminates how countries as different as Thailand and
Indonesia see the growing competition between Beijing and
Washington.
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Sommario/riassunto 1980 entsteht in Polen die freie Gewerkschaft Solidarno. DDR-
Staatschef Erich Honecker plädiert dafür, sie mit allen Mitteln zu
bekämpfen und ist notfalls bereit, sich an einer militärischen
Intervention der Warschauer-Pakt-Staaten zu beteiligen. Filip Gaczak
analysiert detailliert alle Schlüsselentscheidungen der DDR-Führung,
die nach dem August 1980 im Zusammenhang mit der Lage in Polen
getroffen wurden. Die erste von ihnen war, an der Grenze zur
Volksrepublik Polen einen »Cordon sanitaire« zu errichten. Auf Druck
der Sowjetunion wurde zudem entschieden, zur Beruhigung der Lage in
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Polen wirtschaftliche Hilfen zu gewähren – mit wenig Wirkung. Folglich
drängte die ostdeutsche Führung auf eine gewaltsame Lösung der »
polnischen Krise«. Das Ausbleiben der Entscheidung Moskaus für einen
Einmarsch in Polen veranlasste Erich Honecker nach Alternativen zu
suchen, wie die »Konterrevolution« im Nachbarland zu unterdrücken
sei. Der Autor kann anhand zahlreicher Aktenfunde belegen, dass die
DDR-Führung maßgeblich an der Vorbereitung des Kriegsrechts in
Polen beteiligt war.


