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Old and Middle English literature can be obscure and challenging. So,
too, can the vast body of criticism it has elicited. Yet the masters of
medieval literature often drew on similar texts, since imitation was
admired. For this reason, recent scholarship has often focused on the
importance of genre. The genre in which a work was written can
illuminate the author's intentions and the text's meaning. Read in light
of a genre's parameters, a given work can be considered in relation to
other works within the same category. This reference is a
comprehensive overview of Old and Middle English literature. Chapters
focus on particular genres, such as Allegorical Verse, Balladry, Beast
Fable, Chronicle, Debate Poetry, Epic and Heroic, Lyric, Middle English
Parody/Burlesque, Religious and Allegorical Verse, and Romance.
Expert contributors define the primary characteristics of each genre
and discuss relevant literary works. Chapters provide extensive reviews
of scholarship and close with detailed bibliographies. A more thorough
bibliography of major scholarly studies closes the book.
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Sommario/riassunto Does it matter when a child starts school?  While the popular press
seems to suggest it does, there is limited evidence of a long-run effect
of school starting age on student outcomes. This paper uses data on
the population of Norway to examine the role of school starting age on
longer-run outcomes such as IQ scores at age 18, educational
attainment, teenage pregnancy, and earnings.  Unlike much of the
recent literature, we are able to separate school starting age from test
age effects using scores from IQ tests taken outside of school, at the
time of military enrolment, and measured when students are around
age 18.  Importantly, there is variation in the mapping between year
and month of birth and the year the test is taken, allowing us to
distinguish the effects of school starting age from pure age effects.  We
find evidence for a small positive effect of starting school younger on
IQ scores measured at age 18.  In contrast, we find evidence of much
larger positive effects of age at test, and these results are very robust.
We also find that starting school younger has a significant positive
effect on the probability of teenage pregnancy, but has little effect on
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educational attainment of boys or girls.  There appears to be a short-
run positive effect on earnings of beginning school at a younger age;
however, this effect has essentially disappeared by age 30.  This
pattern is consistent with the idea that starting school later reduces
potential labor market experience at a given age for a given level of
education; however, this becomes less important as individuals age.


